
MINUTES 
CARBONDALE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 

October 2, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Susan Johnson called the Carbondale Public Arts Commission to order at 5:30pm, October 2, 2019. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

CPAC Members:  
 

Susan Johnson, Co-Chairperson 
Ann Harris, Co-Chairperson 
Joe Burleigh, Member 
Carol Klein, Member 
Kris Elice, Member 
Mark Harris, Member 
Casey Bowen, Prospective Member 
Beth White, Prospective Member 
Brian Colley, Prospective Member 
David Thickman, Prospective Member 
Britni Johnson, Prospective Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Laurie Lindberg, Town Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards & Commissions 
Marty Silverstein, Trustee Liaison 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Joe moved to approve the minutes from the September 4, 2019 meeting. Carol 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, who wished to address the Commission. 
 
BUDGET 
Susan introduced a brief discussion of the CPAC budget status.  To date, $18,491.49 has been spent.  
Expected expenses include the $1,000.00 check for Best in Show, and a minimum of $500 or $600 for 
the CAFÉ fee, with an unknown additional expense if the CPAC decides to add an e-mail option to the 
CAFÉ.  The fiscal year ends on December 31, 2019, with the annual budget of $21,000.00 renewed on 
January 1, 2020.  It was suggested that any money left over in the budget could be earmarked for a 
Permanent Collection card similar to that of the Art Around Town card.   
 
“BEST IN SHOW” RESULTS 
Laurie presented the results for “Best in Show.”  Chameleon won, and Fins came in second.  Laurie 
remarked that this was the most participation that they have ever had, and the results were also the 
closest that they had ever had.  Several commented that there still needs to be more education on the 
voting process. 
 
David said that he had a hard time finding the link on the CPAC website, and suggested that key words 
included in the search engine needs to be streamlined so it is easier to search for. 
 
Joe added that Chameleon had the best network when it came to voting for Best in Show.  He also 
thought that it might be helpful to add an explanation on how to vote to the Art Around Town card. 
 
Ann volunteered to do the press release for the Sopris Sun.  She also questioned whether the purchase 
prices needed to be on the card and suggested that “Pieces are for sale—see link for contact” might be 
substituted instead. 



Susan asked about the quantities of cards in each run.  Laurie responded that the first run was $500.00 
and the second run was $250.00 with a grand total of $1,000.00.  There was some discussion about the 
cost of the cards and whether this was the best value.  Britni responded that given the quality of the 
cardstock and the color printing on both sides with a glossy finish, the printing costs were a very good 
value. 
 
COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR 
Susan directed everyone’s attention to the list of committees in the agenda and asked if anyone had a 
specific committee they were interested in.  The current list of committees and their members includes: 
 Public Relations/Marketing; 
 CAFÉ Committee: Laurie, Susan, and Ann; 
 Artists Liaison Committee: Kris, Sandy, Ann; 
 Permanent Sculpture: Joe; 
 Reception: Carol 
 
Several of the prospective board members remained unclear on specific tasks involved for each 
committee.  Ann suggested that an updated version of the Committee Responsibility handout be 
distributed to commission members in anticipation of making final assignments at the November meeting. 
 
Questions involving the duties of the Artists Liaison Committee evolved into a discussion about the Artist 
Reception and possible dates and location.  Several commented that First Friday can be a challenge in 
terms of finding an appropriate space to have the reception.  Susan suggested a cash bar and that CPAC 
could pay for the appetizers.  Mark said that the RVR Barn should be considered because the space 
might be donated.  Ann followed up that there can be no public money for a private reception, but that the 
patrons can still be invited—it just can’t be exclusive.  Marty suggested that before CPAC settles on 
having the reception on First Friday, someone should meet with the First Friday Committee and 
coordinate with Amy at the Launch Pad as well as anyone else that may have a stake in activities that 
night.   Ann indicated that she had already made contact, and both she and Susan had confirmed that the 
Clay Center was okay with the switch.  Brian also commented that he felt like it would add to the 
atmosphere of First Friday. 
 
At this point, the discussion continued on to how the reception and Artwalk could be coordinated.  Britni 
suggested that a self-guided tour would be more conducive to group management, especially on First 
Friday.  She asked how long the Artwalk usually took, and Laurie responded that it was usually scheduled 
from 5:30 to 7 pm.  Britni then went on to suggest possibly meeting the artists at the reception, after which 
the artists could go to their sculptures.  Beth and Casey suggested that there should be some way to 
differentiate the artists from the crowd, such as a flag or something.  Marty commented that such a plan 
might involve a lot of work, and that there needed to be a PR person to work on the marketing ideas.  
Susan pointed out that until the final committee assignments are made, any plans might be premature.  
After further discussion, it was decided that the Artwalk would be scheduled for First Friday, June 5, 2020. 
 
MEETING UPDATE AND CAFÉ  
Susan presented a tentative schedule for CAFÉ.  Laurie provided some background on how the schedule 
was developed the last few years—due to the holidays and Public Works scheduling, CAFÉ was open for 
submissions in late November and closed on the first Sunday in February.  David asked if CPAC 
members could see a draft of CAFÉ, and Joe volunteered to forward CAFÉ email blasts to members.  
Following additional discussion, the CAFÉ schedule was set: 

• CAFÉ closes February 2 
• 1st vote takes place on February 6 and 7th (CPAC members will be emailed login 

information; these votes are done individually) 
• 2nd vote takes place on February 10 and 11th (voting is also accomplished individually) 
• Final vote takes place at the CMC lab on February 13th 

 
LOCAL ARTIST’S SCULPTURE DISCUSSION AND COMMENTS 
Laurie was contacted by a local artist who was interested in displaying his sculpture on the second 
marble pedestal on 3rd Street.  Ann questioned whether the second pedestal needed to be filled.  Laurie 



responded that Public Works can’t install the second piece of marble until there is a sculpture available 
for it.  Laurie indicated that this is a new idea, and the plan moving forward would be to make this space 
available for a local artist who didn’t make the show.  However, the Eagle is available for display in the 
interim.  Although there was some discomfort with the roll-out of these displays, there was agreement that 
it would be beneficial to local artists in the long run. 
 
Motion Passed: Susan moved to move forward with installing the Eagle on the second marble pedestal. 
Britni seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 16: REVISED RESOLUTION RE: CPAC CONTRACT WITH ART AROUND TOWN 
RESOLUTION 21: CPACI 
Marty read through Resolution 16 and 21 and provided some background for these resolutions and how 
they relate to CPAC.  He pointed out that as a by-product of these resolutions, if an artist can sell their 
work it not only benefits the artist, but it also benefits the town.  However, this is not the primary purpose 
of the resolutions, and he would prefer that CPAC not focus on being a sales vehicle.  Susan asked if any 
artists had been disappointed in the marketing they have had through CPAC, and Laurie replied that the 
artists she has communicated with are very happy. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The October 2, 2019, regular meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. The next regular meeting set for November 
6. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


